EDGE DRESSINGS 


tirely compatible, they will not sep- 
arate due to the thickness of the 
mixture. (Be patient about the thick- 
ening process, and continue stirring. 
Thickening is slowed down by the 
presence .of the lacquer.) 

Method #2: Instead of adding 
water to the tragacanth and alcohol 
mixture, substitute a water-base 
leather finishing material such as 
“Bag-Kot” (manufactured by the 
Fiebing Chemical Co.). 

The dressing should be daubed 
sparingly on well-sanded edges with 
a finger. (This sounds a little messy, 
but it is the easiest method of con- 
trolling the dressing. Water wash-up 
is effective even with the colored 
dressing. ) 

Cover only about four inches of 
the edge at once. To glaze the edge, 
burnish with any round polished tool 
using heavy strokes parallel to the 
edge, gradually working the excess 
dressing toward the flesh side of the 
leather. A water-resistant finish may 
be applied to protect the edge as 
well as other surfaces that might 
easily be soiled (no sooner than five 
minutes after burnishing) . 

You may want to make small ad- 
justments in the above proportions 
to fit your own needs. You may also 
wish to experiment by substituting 
other materials for specific effects. 
But these formulas and procedures 
are basic and have been proven ef- 
fective through several years of con- 
tinued and successful use. 

George A. Hardman 
Northwood Junior High School 


TIPS 


For craftsmen who have been hav- 
ing trouble with the feed dogs on 
their sewing machines, in that the 
leather doesn’t slide through easily: 
A little. saddle soap placed on the 
finger and run down the back side 
of the leather in line with the stitches 
solved this problem for me. 

Doyle L. Butler 
Ogden, Utah 


A handy and efficient knife sharp- 
ener for my leatherwork is a piece of 
¥,-inch wood strip 114 inches wide 
and about 10 inches long. 

Tack smooth strips of leather scrap 
to the opposite sides. Impregnate the 
leather on one side of the the sharp- 
ener with coarse valve-grinding com- 
pound, and the other side with fine 
grinding compound, and in use, give 
the knife a few strokes over the 
coarse side and finish on the fine 


side. 
H. Miller 
Vallejo, Calif. 
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Carved Leather Reredos—Mrs. Olive K. Wiseman 


Basketball For oy <-Siabead Toelcke...... 
Barrette-_W. T. Pyles ae 


LEATHER WITH OTHER MATERIALS 
Old Trunks Made New-—Sadie O’Brien 
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Vest That Grew In Studio City—Weldon D. Woodson 
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By J. J. YANDLE 

This item was “dreamed up” by 
my son-in-law who is a Seabee with 
the U. S. Navy. Since a serviceman 
carries two “dog tags” I made him 
a pair of holders—this, of course, 
prevents them from making noise, 
which could be of great help in a 
combat zone. 

For each “dog tag” cut two pieces 
of leather following the patterns 
shown here. Goat scraps will do, and 
for him I used black. Over the open- 
ing, I made a window from sheet 
plastic listed in the Tandy catalog. 
I have indicated by a dotted line 

(Continued on page 42) 
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